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aac. ACT OF INCORPORATION, 


Commonwealth of Mlassachusetts. 


BE IT KNOWN, that whereas HARRIET CLISBY, ARVILLA B. 
Haynes, MELISSA CHAMBERLIN, SARAH E. EATON, ABBY M. DIAZ, 
Sarau E. Corrine, and ELIzABETH G. Gay, have associated them- 
selves with the intention of forming a corporation under the name 
of the Women’s Educational and Industrial Union, for the purpose 
of increasing fellowship among women in order to promote the 
best practical methods for securing their education, industrial and 

3 social advancement, and have complied with the provisions of the 
Statutes of this Commonwealth in such case made and provided, as 
appears from the certificate of the President, Treasurer and Direc- 
tors of said corporation, duly approved by the Commissioner of 
Corporations, and Recorded in this office : 

Noy, therefore, I, HENRy B. PEIRCE, Secretary of the Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts, do hereby certify that said HARRIET 
Cuispy, ARVILLA B. Haynes, MELISSA CHAMBERLIN, SARAH E. 
Eaton, Assy M. Diaz. Saran E. Corrine and ELizABETH G. 
Gay, their associates and successors, are legally organized and es- 
tablished as and are hereby made an existing corporation under the 
name of the Women’s Educational and Industrial Union, with the 
powers, rights and privileges, and subject to the limitations, duties 
and restrictions, which by law appertain thereto. 

Witness my official signature hereunto subscribed, and the seal 
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts hereunto affixed this 
twenty-third day of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and eighty. 

Signed, HENRY “BY PEIRCE; 


Secretary of the Comarinacaie 
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Board of Meee for 1880-81. 


President. 
HarrRieET Cuissy, M.D. Lb Bessceto ; 


Vice-President. — 


ARVILLA B. Haynes, M.D., 773 Tremont Street. 


Secretary. a /G 
ME-issA CHAMB REIN 


Treasurer, 


Mrs. Saran E. Eaton, 297 Marlboro Street. 








Mrs. A. M. Diaz, 53 Pinckney Street. 
Mrs. S. E. Corrine, 622 Tremont Street. 
Mrs. Fanny B. Ames, Grantville, Mass. 
Mrs. E. G. Gay, 385 Beacon Street. 





Board of Administration for 1879-80. 





President. 


HarrigT CLIsBY, Nees : A, 


Vice-President, 


ArvILLA B. Haynes, M.D., 773 Tremont Street. 
Secretary. . 
BL Seg OA 


MeEtIssA CHAMBERLIN, 


Treasurer. 


Mrs. Sarau E. Earon, 297 Marlboro Street. 


Mrs. A. M. Draz, 53 Pinckney Street. 
Mrs. S. E. CotrinG, 622 Tremont Street. 
Mrs. Fanny B. Ames, Grantville, Mass. 
Mrs. E. Gay, 385 Beacon Street. 
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Standing Committees. 





1879-80. 
Finance. 
Mrs. S. E. Eaton, Chairman. 
Dr. A. B. Haynes. , Mrs. A. M. Macy. 


Mrs. Fanny B. AmEs. MissuG > P= PEIRCE. 


Social Affairs. 


Miss M. CHAMBERLIN, Chairman. 
Mrs. S. E. Eaton. Miss Mir1AmM HILLARD. 
Miss L. A. Davis. Wiss C.. Ps PEIRCE. 


Moral and Spiritual Development. 


Dr. A. B. Haynes, Chairman. 
Mrs. Kate G. WELLS. Mrs. Jutia Warp Howe. 
Mrs. Epnau D. Cueney. Miss Anna F. Dowse. 


Industries. 
Mrs. A. M. Macy, Chairman. 
Mrs. S. E. Eaton. . Mrs. J. P. Rocers. 
Mrs. E. $6%Prart. Mrs. L. ToLtMan. 
Mrs. A. A. FELLows. Mrs. F. O. Damn. . 
Miss S. A. Ho tis. Mrs. G. O. Norrn. 
Miss S. E. HERSEY. Mrs. E. A. HEatn. 


Hygiene and Physical Culture. 


Dr. J. R. Curver, Chairman. 
Dr. A. B. Haynes. Dr. M. J. Sarrorp. 
Dr. A. G. WETHERBE. 


Education, 
(LECTURE BUREAU.) 
Mrs. J. W. Howe, Chatrman. 
Mrs. K.G. WELLS, Dr. Harriet Crissy. 
Mrs. A. M. Diaz. Mrs. te fF. Carsor. 
Miss HarriET TOLMAN, Secretary. 
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Protection. 


Mrs. K. G. WELLS, Chairman. 


Mrs. H. M. SEWALL. Mrs. W. F. TEMPLE. 
M,s. M. F. WALLING. Miss J. A. SPRAGUE. 
M is. Aw M. Draz. Miss M. T. Osgporne. 
Mrs. ToLtMAN WILLEY. Miss M. CHAMBERLIN. 
Mrs. ALBERT MORRISON. Miss I. O. TEMPLE. 


Advisory Board. 


Mrs. Jos—EPH BANVARD. Mrs. Wo. L. Garrison, JR. 
‘Miss Lucretia P. Hatz. Mrs. Wm. AsPINWALL. 


Sub-Committees on Social Affairs, 


Reception. 


Miss C. P. Peirce, Chairman. 


Mrs. A. A. HARDING. Mrs. M. E. GIL. 

Mrs. J. A.HAyEs. Miss C. M. ParTRIDGE. 

Mrs. J. D. Foster. Miss E. W. JongEs. 

Mrs. M. B. GoopricH. Mrs. M. C. Brown. 

Mrs.-. J, Post. Mrs. L. A. Davis. 

Mrs. S. D. BULLENS. Mrs. G. T. PERKINS. 

Miss C. BATEs. Mrs. M. FRENCH. 

Miss L. A. BLAISDELL. Miss H. E. NEWHALL. 

Miss E. A WILSON. ; Mrs. D. M. CHapPin. 

Mrs. L. A. Morrison. Mrs. L. D. Moutton. 
Library. : 

Mrs. M. B. Goopricu, Chairman. Mrs. E. A. HEATH. 


Mrs 
Mrs 
Mrs 
Mrs 


Mrs 


Entertainments. 


Miss M. CHAMBERLIN, Chatrman. 


Gs S. WAEKER; Mins. Oo... ZAG 

. A. M. MosuHIeErR. Mrs. M. S. PorTER. 
CoM GCLARKE: Mrs. L. A. Morrison. 
Hos LASER RINE: Mrs- Roe Huna 

Miss Epiru BRADFORD. 
Lecture and Class, 
Mrs. E. R. Gorpon, Charman. 
. L. P. THomson. Mrs. M. C. Goopwin. 


Miss L. A. Davis. Mrs. F. L. HASELTINE. 
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Agency of Direction. 


Mrs. F. H. Howarp, Chairman. 
A. A. HarpDING. Mrs. A. A. FELLows. 
Be wk. HEATH. Miss L. A. BLAISDELL. 


a Visiting the Sick. 


(G. T. PERKINS. Mrs. L. D. CHaprin. 
Miss L. A. Davis. 





Sub-Committee on Industries. 
Employment Bureau. 


Mrs. S. E. Cortine, Chairman. 

M. B: GoopricnH. "Miss M. E. Noyes. 

Mi: Yf. BRAcKETT. Miss A. &% Locke. 
Iss E, A. WILSON. Miss C. P. Peirce. 


Address of the President 


AT THE ANNUAL MEETING, MAY 4, 1880. 





DeEAR FRIENDS AND MEMBERS OF THE UNION: 

Again we are to have.the pleasure of presenting to your 
notice a record of the work of the Union. Every anniver- 
sary as it comes round makes manifest the unfolding of the 
purpose for which we are associated,— helpfulness to 
women,— while our experience demonstrates that the work 
we have planned can be successfully conducted and man- 
aged by women who unite and act in concert for the com- 
mon good of all. 

We would minister to, and help women, socially, educa- 
tionally and industrially. The field of our endeavor is 
large. To attain success in it, we must constantly bear in 
mind just what we would do, and ever seek to understand 
better how to do it. Women need to have more confidence 
in themselves and in each other. How shall we inspire 
this confidence? How shall we bridge the social divisions 
which separate those who could help each other in the 
highest ways? How shall we lead women to recognize 
their individual talents and encourage them to exercise 
those talents? How shall we help them to see the import- 
ance of industrial education and training? How help them 
to a broader, a more sympathetic, a nobler life? How can 
we reach the unknown women, the lonely, the misunder- 
stood, the cruelly treated, the sick and indigent women, 
any women who want us, and whom we want éecause they 
want us? Into all these lives should come such a sunshine 
of sympathy, such a power to do justice, such a determina 
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tion to put aside now existing barriers, as should develop 
new and unmeasured forces in each. 

Let us, as members of this Union, know nothing that 
shall divide us; let us grow into confidence with each 
other and trust one another, each doing her share of socially 
overcoming all those obstacles that tend to create distrust 
and reserve, and hold us silent and apart when together. 
Let there be no distinction felt. Separation by reason of 
unlikeness is death to that most divinely vital within us. 
It is right that differences exist, for we need differences, 
but the possibilities of the highest spiritual growth lie in 
the harmonious blending of all varieties of human life, to 
the end that each may give and receive for the good of each 
and the whole. 

In moving for this unity, do we move unreasonably and 
expect too much? 

Our motive power is love, and nothing can stay that 
through the course of the ages. Just look at this love for 
a moment and see the power and the force that will lead 
and animate those who adopt it. Shall it not overcome 
everything beneath its divine origin, bowing itself to the 
public service of mankind, and having neither love, nor 
wisdom, nor any power, that is not consecrated in the 
broadest sense to the interests of every human use? 

Before closing my remarks, I wish to offer here my most 
grateful and earnest thanks to the members of the different 
committees who so satisfactorily have brought the work of 
the year to its close, and I believe I may add, the thanks of 
every member of the Union are due you also. 

Doubtless, there are many things left undone that you 
fully expected to have accomplished, but when you look 
over all that has been done, good and excellent work, I 
think you will have reason to congratulate yourselves on 
the success so far attained. 

And yet with all that has been secured, shall it suffice? 
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On the contrary, I believe you will see with me, that 
_ responsibilities and efforts must increase, upceiee 
duties and obligations. pee 3: 
Friends, there is more than is seen in this. Union, 


_ life lies hidden in the heart of things. 





Report of the Secretary. 


So quickly have the months passed, I can scarcely real- 
ize that I bring before you the record of another year, a 
year crowded to overflowing with work, and yet the 
accomplishment falls so far short of our desires, it seems as 
if nothing had been done. 

The sEconp Annual Meeting of the Union was held in 
Freeman Place Chapel, upon the afternoon of Tuesday, 
May 6,1879. Dr. Banvard, of Neponset, opened the meet- 
ing with prayer, and was followed by words of welcome 
from the President, Dr. Clisby, in which she expressed her 
gratitude for the success of the year’s work, and her faith 
in the idea which was to blossom out into richer and fuller 
results in the future. 

The reports of the Secretary and Treasurer and of the 
Chairmen of the various standing committees, giving a full 
and detailed account of the work for the year, were next 
read and accep'ed, after which the chair appointed Miss 
C. P. Peirce, Miss M. Hilliard, Mrs. L. P. Thomson, Miss 
L. A. Davis and Miss M. E. Noyes to nominate officers 
for the ensuing year. During.their absence, addresses 
were made by Mr. Baldwin, Mrs. Bruce, Mrs. Livermore, 
Dr. Banvard and Mrs. Diaz. The return of the nominat- 
ing committee interrupted the speaking, and their chairman, 
Miss Peirce, announced the nomination of the former Board 
with the exception of Mrs. E. Gay in place of Mrs. E. M. 
Streeter, who had declined renomination. Mrs. Walling, 
Miss Temple and Miss Hersey were then appointed to dis- 
tribute votes, Mrs. Diaz in the meantime continuing her 
speech. The counting of the votes proved the election of 
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the former Board by a large majority, and the meeting 
closed with earnest and eloquent remarks from Mrs. M. F. 
Eastman. 

Most of the company adjourned to No. 4 Park St., where 
supper was hospitably served. The entertainment of the 
evening was varied by the reading of original poems from 
Mrs. Bruce and Mrs. Anagnos, readings and recitations by 
Mrs. Diaz and Mrs. Meredith, and singing by the Shawmut 
Quartette. This, combined with the genial social element, 
formed a satisfactory ending to a very agreeable day. 

As the work is all done by volunteer service, except that 
of the Superintendent of the Rooms, and the summer 
months take most of the members of the committee out of 
the city, but little of the active work of the Union is carried 
on after the middle of June. 

One Board meeting was held in May to make the 
arrangements for the summer. The Reading Room was 
always open after nine in the morning. with papers, maga- 
zines and books ready for use, and although the Sunday 
meetings closed in May, the rooms were kept open every 
Sunday afternoon by a special committee, that women 
might have a few hours for reading and conversation, 
Every Saturday, also, all through the summer, a member of 
the Protective Committee was there to receive and attend | 
to complaints; but lectures, classes, Sunday meetings, 
employment and industrial work waited until October. 
Much time is hereby lost, and the first weeks of October 
have been each year a little discouraging in getting the 
machinery into running order. This year, on account of 
the summer lingering so long, we were more than ever 
delayed, and remarks were continually reaching our ears of 
our failing condition, when behind the scenes Board meet- 
ings were being held and more active measures than ever 
before being taken for the winter’s campaign. 

At no stage of the work have we found so many able 
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women ready and willing to engage in the service, and the 
Sunday meetings, although beginning later than usual, 
started with such an able and zealous committee that they 
have been made this winter a very valuable and attractive 
feature of the Union, as they were its first propelling 
power. 

In order to bring the Union more fully before the public, 
a meeting was held upon November 24, at which Mrs. 
Livermore, Mrs. Diaz, Mrs. Wells, Dr. Mary Safford, Mr. 
Ames and Mr. Ladd made eloquent and able speeches. 
Circulars were also issued stating the object and aims of 
the Union, and a subscription committee was formed to 
solicit donations and annual subscriptions, the latter being 
thought the best plan for permanently ensuring the pay- 
ment of current expenses. . 

The Industrial Department was one of the first things to 
be considered, as thus far, on account of the limited room, 
it had made but little progress, and it was felt that much 
might be accomplished if it was given better opportunities. 
Efficient women were ready to take charge of this branch 
of the work, but larger rooms were needed, and all through 
the autumn we labored under great disadvantages. The 
rooms we needed could only be obtained by a large increase 
of rent, and it was felt by some of the directors that addi- 
tional expenses could not be met. But there seemed no 
alternative, larger quarters must be had or all growth of 
the Union stopped, so upon January 8 the new rooms were 


taken at arent of $1100, and renewed efforts made on all 


sides to meet the larger demand. By means of the sub- 


scription committee quite a long list of annual subscribers 
were secured, and many large and generous donations sent 
in. Several ladies gave lectures to which an admission fee 
wasc harged. From those of Mrs. Diaz alone $115.00 were 
received. Most departments of the Union have but few 
expenses in themselves, and some of them have, beside 
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being self-supporting, contributed to the general fund. 
The Employment Committee, by the fee charged to employ- 
ers, the Lecture and Class Committee by its class fees and 
occasional paying lectures, and the Entertainment Commit- 
tee, although doing less than last year, has met the expenses 
of piano rent, advertising bills, etc., with some surplus. 

What seemed at first a venture in the Industrial Depart- 
ment, has proved a success. The report of the chairman 
will show that the small commission on sales has met all 
contingent expenses. The Protective Committee, whose 
cases were fast accumulating, was the only department of 
the Union that needed money for its especial work; and 
their circulars, issued during the winter, asking for aid, met 
with a ready response, so that, notwithstanding the larger 
rent, and other increased expenses, there are over $500 
more in the treasury to-day than at this time last year. We 
close the year with five hundred and sixty-nine members, 
two hundred and twenty-four of whom are renewals, ten 
life members, and five honorary members. 

In an institution which has so many ramifications, the 

meetings of the Board have been of great importance, and 
we have cause to be thankful that the returning health of 
the President has enabled her to be nearly always present 
with her helpful and timely -suggestions. As the season 
advanced, it was thought wiser, beside the regular monthly 
meeting upon the first Tuesday of each month, to hold 
special meetings in the middle of each month, so many 
questions were constantly arising which needed prompt 
decision. 

In February, a Lecture Bureau was organized for the pur- 
pose of sending women lecturers throughout New England. 
Mrs. J. W. Howe kindly accepted the chair, and Dr. Clisby, 
Mrs. Wells, Mrs. Diaz, Mrs. Talbot, Mrs. Mack and Miss 
Harriet Tolman, were appointed as members of the com- 
mittee. A motion was also passed by which it was made 
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the sixth standing committee, the name of which was 
changed to ** The Committee upon Education.” By an- 
other motion the Committee of Industries was placed as 
the fourth standing committee, instead of the Committee 
upon Employments, and the Employment Committee made 
a branch of the Industries. Heretofore the Protective Com- 
mittee had been a branch of the social affairs; but a motion 
was passed that it should constitute the seventh standing 
committee, which was filled out on the constitution and 
called ‘¢‘ The Committee on Protection.” 

It was thought expedient by the President to call a meet- 
ing before April 21 of all the committees of the Union, 
now numbering seventy-seven members,—not only that 
they might become acquainted with each other, but also 
that all branches of the work might be thoroughly dis- 
cussed and criticised. Over forty ‘members were present, 
and the three hours’ session proved in every way so inter- 
esting and profitable, that it was decided to hold similar 
meetings every two months another season. 

Another important step was the incorporation of the 
Union. Ata special meeting of the Board, upon Feb- 
ruary 24, an agreement drawn up by Hon. S. E. Sewell 
was signed by sevez of the directors, and a meeting called 
for the purpose of organizing the corporation, at No. 4 


Park street, upon Monday, March 8, at 6.30 p.m., Hon. 


S. E. Sewell being present. Upon March 29 another meet- 


was held at No. 4 Park street, and the signing of the agree- 
ment sworn to in the presence of the Justice of the Peace, 
Hon. S. E. Sewall, and the Constitution and By-Laws 
_ adopted. Mr. Sewall presented the agreement to the Sec- 
retary of State, and upon April 23 the society was legally 
organized and made an existing corporation, under the 
name of ‘* The Women’s Educational and Industrial Union.” 

It was thought when we had taken the larger and more 


cheerful parlors, everything would prove delightful and 
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everybody be thoroughly satisfied; but the cry is still 
‘* More room.” The industrial work crowds upon the 
other branches and disturbs the quiet of the reading-room, 
so that it is seen there can be no satisfaction until we have 
a building like our brothers, and a separate room for each 
branch of the work. That requires more money. The 
age is demanding this help for women, and will hardly 
wait for our necessary growth; but as fast as the public are . 
willing to give us the means, just so fast are we willing to 
take up more work and assume greater responsibilities. 

Constantly are we asked, ‘‘ What have you done?” 
‘‘How many have you helped?” ‘What is your record?” 
To such we answer, ‘‘Come and see; but do not expect 
as much from a child of three years as from a man of 
mature growth.” It is hard for the public to realize that 
a work done entirely by volunteer service must have many 
drawbacks, which paid labor does not contend against, 
whilst it would be difficult to find more earnest hearts and 
willing hands than those who have volunteered to carry on 
this Union. 

It has been said, ‘‘If we were not obliged to work so 
hard to obtain money, we could show larger results.” It 
has rarely been ordained that any #az should obtain wealth 
or arrive at exalted position until he has gained them by 
the might of his genius, strength and untiring efforts. Is 
it not the same with zzstztutzons? Does not the struggle 
bring with it the patience, perseverance, enthusiasm and 
courage necessary for success? The certral idea to which 
we would hold fast, is help to all classes and conditions 
of women: not only by giving money and time, but by 
making each and all, according to their fitness and ability, 
workers for the general good, knowing that the giver is 
always more blessed than he who receives. 

To those who ask for larger results we would say, Let us 
not be impatient. ‘* Haste means weakness ;” and much 


sooner can we afford to plod on in quiet and obscurity for 
ten or even twenty years longer, than to deviate ¢ one jot 
_ from the idea with which we started. ee 
pee agee he submitted, 

M. CHAMBERLIN, See a 

















*‘1dInsvo1y, ‘NOLVY “| HVUVS ‘oggt fof rudy ‘uojsog -sioypny { Mowad “deo 
- ; ‘SHNAVH ‘OG 'W 
*poaviddy puv poutmexg ‘ogg '€ Avy ‘uoysog 
gf 919c¢ 

Verein te - - - pueyy Ul yse ,, |. 
oo'00L- - ahaha - yurg ul ysey ,, 
OOOOT Dy =4 4 = > - 9]0N Surpueysyng Ag. 
00'S - uonjriodioouy jo asuodxy a 
00 S - - - XBT, Ide Pe 
00°9 - - d}JON UO 4S9.19}UT a 
av Lt - - - -  salipuns * 9£'919‘z¢ 
oo Lz WOO “YY 10f aSVO pur ysoq- «Cg, © 
Org - - - AIBUOTILAS ” 00001 : : - - paMmoitog YseD ,, 
1g'bI toddng enuuy 10} sosuedxy 3 : ol-zt - - - sjayory, aaddng jo ayes ,, 

i~ 00'SZ aged [elysnpuy ur sosuodxy aie LYbY - - - juouniedag jeujsnpuy ,, 

= oS‘9I - - s[[eET jo juey A 60:53 a - quswyiedaq yususojdwy i, 
o$Lz - - o) MOUCTAN IO OS ilime ass ob-Lz - SoIN}XIY UIe}IND pu ysaq jo avs ,, 
of 1 2 - Sumo jo sosuadxay » o1'9f - - s}UsWUIe)19}Uy, JO Spod001g ,, 
09'Zz - - - - - str » Se-Ly sjiodaxy es sujdtiosqns pue jo 9[e%g ,, 
CSicc - - - 5 - yong bf oo'f£ - - - WooY jo way ,, 
Se°St - - ompruing sunreday PL ve - - - - sieyD jo uvoT ,, 
oS°6£ woOoY ‘YY 1949 ‘siadeg ‘syoog ¥e CeaVEd ve = - - Sasse[a puv soinjooT ,, 
£6°6z - - - - asvjsog i one - - - sueudHesans jenuuy ,, 
99 9£ - - - SuIsioapy . 06°06 - - - suoyeuod 4, 
S1'6L - - -  sanuug a 00°OI - - saoq Secer ot AYVIOUOFT ,, 
6S °Soz dea ‘O1g UI JANOD Jo s}so_ - @QO'0OL = - - - soayz diysiaquisyq ajrq ,, 
zE-ggf = ° SULOOY 1B S9DTAI9S 00°39 - - - soaq diysiaquay ,, 
bE-1v9g = - - = OS JUdY I0F yses kg 6£-zol¢  - - 6iene 1 vey puey uo yseyd Of, 

—:dIVq HSV) Ag —!daAIaOaY HSVD Aq 








oggt ‘o€ puudp Sumpua avek ayy dof uoly) “pul pun “py S.uaumoy, Yjimr *JIIp Ut ‘AaANSDIAT ‘NOLVA “WH HVUVS 











Report of Social Affairs Committee. 


As this Committee has the supervision of several sub- 
committees, including those of Agency of Direction, Visit- 
ing the Sick, Library, Lecture and Class, Entertainment, 
Reception and Reading Room, its report must be.a sum- 
mary of the work of each of these committees. 

The Agency of Direction has been able to do much more 
service than on any previous year. The chairman, Mrs. 
F. H. Howard, reports that much of the work already 
done has been suggested by the questions asked, so that 
it has branched in various directions rather than followed 
out any systematic plan. of action. The members have 
collected and compiled valuable items of intelligence in re- 
gard to schools, colleges, libraries, hotels, boarding-houses, 
hospitals: and public institutions generally. They have a 


list of the residences and office hours of physicians, plans 


of and the prices of admission to each and all theatres, 
information regarding horse-car routes throughout the city, 
and a supply of railway time-tables, with the weekly Rail- 
road Advertiser, giving the time of departure of any and 
all trains. They are to open communication with societies 
of and for women in other cities and states, having already 
a nucleus of desirable matter concerning New York. 

A Committee for Visiting the Sick was organized early in 
the fall, and notice given that word was to be sent to the 
rooms if any one knew of members being ill and needing 
attention. Very little work, however, has thus far been 
required of this committee. 

The Committee on Entertainments reports of two choice 
entertainments after the annual meeting last Spring, ar- 
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ranged for and conducted by Mrs. Eleanor Meredith, who 
temporarily took the place of chairman. The ertertain- 
ments closed upon the 23d of May, with a reception to 
Selma Borg, the lecturer on Finland. On the renewal of 
work in the autumn, failing to secure a chairman, the office 
was unwillingly assumed by the chairman of Social Affairs, 
in the hope that her occupation of it would be but tempor- 
ary. She has, however, been unable to find a substitute, 
and has continued to conduct the work of that committee. 
The plan proposed at the beginning of the season was that 
social gatherings should occur on each alternate Wednesday 
evening, that they should be thrown open to the public, 
except when occasionally a concert or entertainment should 
be given with an admission fee, and that they should consist 
of readings, music, conversation, etc., the effort being to 
make them informal and social. This plan has been for 
the most part carried out, and though there has not usually 
been a large attendance, these gatherings have been pleas- 
ant and interesting. The committee, having learned that 
they have been eagerly looked forward to by many, much 
regret that they have not been held oftener, and propose to 
make them another year a far more important feature of 
the Union. The only concert given was upon March 31, 
by the Athene Quartette, which was made, by the combi- 
nation of natural talent and fine training, particularly ac- 
ceptable to a large and appreciative audience, and the 
proceeds therefrom enabled this committee to meet all 
expenses for the winter, with a small surplus for the Union. 
The committee here takes occasion to thank the many 
friends who have kindly contributed of their talent to make 
these occasions agreeable. 

The Lecture and Class Committee, with Mrs. E. A.. R. 
Gordon as chairman, reports of two classes in embroidery 
with Mrs. M. French and Madame Damoreau as teachers, 
one in Italian with Miss Lanza as teacher. Classes in 
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German taught by Prof. Carl Jonson, and several in French 
by Miss E. A. Wilson, who has proved herself as successful 
with her classes as in previous years. The class in English 
Literature has become more and more interesting as it 
approaches the literature of modern times, so that it is 
proposed to continue the sessions through the months of 
May and June. This class was fortunate in securing the 
services of Mrs. E. M. Clarke, an intelligent and skillful 
leader, who continued with them through the Winter, but 
who was compelled, much to their regret, to resign her 
place in the Spring. 

The Shakspeare Class, conducted by Mr. Theodore 
D. Weld, has numbered over eighty pupils and brought 
many members to the Union. Those who have enjoyed 
the privilege of Mr. Weld’s reading and interpretation of 
the great dramatist, must ever after come to the study of 
his works with keener interest and a better understanding 
of them. 

Free lectures have been given once in two weeks, alter- 
nating with the entertainments, to which Mr. Theodore D. 
Weld, Mrs. Ednah D. Cheney, Dr. Mary Safford, Miss 
R. H. G. Hazard, Miss Mary F. Eastman, President War- 
ren, Mrs. C. S. Forman, Mrs. A. M. Macy, Professor 
Emerson and Miss Julia A. Sprague, have freely given of 
their valuable time and best thought. It is a matter of 
regret that the average attendance upon these lectures has 
not been larger. 

Mrs. Diaz has given a course ‘of readings, from original 
papers, on Household Ethics, with small admission fee, 
the proceeds of which were generously donated to the 
Union. Mrs. Mary A. Livermore, Miss Selma Borg and 
Miss Alice C. Fletcher, have contributed in a similar 
manner, so that the committee, by means of its lectures 
and classes, has been able to give to the Treasurer, after 
defraying all contingent expenses, $85.14; and its members 
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take this opportunity of expressing their grateful acknowl- 
edgements to those who have so kindly responded to their 
call. 

Mrs. M. B. Goodrich, from Library Committee, reports 
that this year twenty-eight volumes have been added to the 
library, which now numbers two hundred and twenty-eight 
volumes, all donated by friends. -An alphabetical cata- 
logue has been prepared to facilitate the selection of books. 
Ten volumes of ‘‘ Harper’s Magazine,” two of ‘ Atlantic 
Monthly,” two of ‘* Wide Awake,” and one of the‘ Dres- 
den Art Gallery,” have been bound. The use of the 
library is still confined to the Reading Room. Many of 
the daily and weekly newspapers, and some of the best 
monthly magazines, are furnished to us by the publishers 
and other friends, and these provide entertainment for the 
many who seek rest or recreation in our pleasant sunny 
parlors. 

The Reception Committee, with Miss C. P. Peirce as 
chairman, is composed of twenty members, who have been 
in attendance as in previous years, serving one half-day 
each during the week, and have proved themselves to be 
efficient and faithful, so that with the services of a compe- 
tent superintendent, the work runs in a comparatively 
smooth and easy manner. 

The workers in these various departments are desirous 
of learning wise lessons from the experience of the past, 
whether in the way of failure or success, and of profiting 
by those lessons in the future. 

The Committee upon Social Affairs has the entire charge 
of the Reading Room, and would here gratefully acknowl- 
edge donations of papers, books, pictures, carpeting and 
articles of furniture, generously sent in by friends of the 
ROG bet 

The average daily attendance at the rooms, for reading 
and rest, is thirteen, only a small advance upon that of last 
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year; and yet we feel that the work is swrely, though 
slowly progressing, in reaching those who most need to 
enjoy the advantages the Union offers. 
It seems as if hardly too much can be said of the social 
value of the Union, and every day some new fact is brought 
us of the benefits received. Do not ask us to give written 
results. The Protective Committee can tell you just how 
many women have gone away with glad faces and happy 
hearts because of thé¥esfOration to them of the wages of 
which they had been defrauded; but we have no record, 
nor ever can have, of the lonely hours lightened and the 
sad hearts relieved, by a cheering word and the right hand 
of fellowship held out to a seeking sister. It matters not 
whether she be rich or poor, from a home of affluence or 
a bare and lonely chamber, if she need sympathy and fel- 
lowship it is the mission of the Union to give, and in the 
giving, receiver and benefactor are alike blessed. 
We are sure our society is working in the right direction, 
and are looking forward to the beginning of another year 
with renewed hope and courage. 


M. CHAMBERLIN, Chairman. 
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keport of the Committee on Moral and 
Spiritual Development. 





The chief work this committee has to report is that of 
the ‘‘Women’s Sunday Meetings,” held at the Union 
rooms, No. 4 Park street, at 3 p.m. The committee con- 
sists of the following-named persons: Mrs. Ednah D. 
Cheney, Mrs. Julia Ward Howe, Mrs. Kate Gannett Wells, 
Miss Anna F. Dowse, and A. B. Haynes acting as chair- 
man of the committee. This committee has met from 
time to time, as the interest of the Sunday meetings 
demanded. 

At the first regular meeting the question came up in re- 
gard to these services being exclusively for women, as here- 
tofore, with women speakers, and it was the unanimous 
opinion of the committee that it was best to have them 
for women, and by women. They felt that woman, by her 
organization, comes into near relation to the Infinite, and 
is receptive, through her spirituality, of divine truth; that 
she was well calculated to be the teacher to lead her sisters 
into that spiritual unfolding that comes~to a@d/ from true 
seeking. 

It may be interesting here to state that the ‘* Sunday 
Meetings for Women,” with women speakers, were first 
held in November, 1874, and continued through the season, 
and have been held every season since that time,—szx con- 
secutive years. Two years previous to this meetings were 
held for women, but men and women were invited as 
speakers. After a two years’ experience it was thought 
best to continue them’ and have them exclusively for 


“women, with women as speakers, which was the original 
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idea of their founder, Dr. Clisby, who thought the time 
had come when women should have the opportunity of 
expressing their thoughts on subjects of such vital interest. 
The first meeting numbered only seven. Since the organ- 
ization of the Union, three years ago, the Sunday meetings 
have been a distinctive feature of it, although the Union 
was an outgrowth of these meetings, both having the same 
founder. 

It was so arranged that each member of the committee 
was to procure speakers for a definite number of Sundays, 
and assist in conducting the meetings. It was also decided 
to use the following form: The meetings were to be opened 
by the singing of a hymn, followed by Bible reading and 
prayer offered by the speaker or one assisting, or the Lord’s 
Prayer by the audience. Then a sermon, or paper, the 
subject always selected by the speaker. This was followed 
by a discussion that was open to all. The meetings were 
closed by singing another hymn and the benediction, This 
form was slightly varied; in one month there was reading 
from the world’s Bible, and silent prayer offered, that was 
very impressive. These meetings have been wholly unsec- 
tarian, for the committee have aimed to invite speakers 
representing all sides of truth, believing that by so doing 
we receive in larger measure. They commenced a little 
later than last year, as some of the members of the com- 
mittee were out of town, and the necessary arrangement 
could not be made earlier in the season. 

The present series of meetings was commenced on 
November 23. The Rev. Mrs. Bruce gave a sermon from 
the words, ‘‘The world set in the heart of man.” The 
following is a list of the subsequent speakers, with their 
respective subjects. 


Noy. 30. The Rev. Mrs. Perkins. Subject, ‘‘ Sowing 
and Reaping.” e 


' Dec. 7. Mrs. Packard. ‘+Home Missions.” 
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Dec. 14. Miss Lucretia Pb. Hale. ‘*The Graces of 
Life.” 

Dec. 21. Mrs. Kate Gannett Wells.  ‘* Individuality in 
the Home.” 

Dec. 28. Miss M. A. Hardaker. ‘‘Science and Re- ~ 
ligion.” : 

Jan. 4. Miss Sprague. ‘*Woman’s Love for Woman.” 

Jan. 11. The Rev. Mrs. Gordon. ‘‘The Parable of 
the Sower.” | 

Jan. 18. Miss H. W. Hall. ‘ Imagination.” 

Jan. 25. Mrs. Mene E. McRaye. ‘*The First Christian 


Epic.” 
Feb. 1. Mrs. Edna D. Cheney. ‘‘Thé best use of 
Sunday.” 


Feb. 8. Miss Lucia M. Peabody. ‘*The Early Relig- 
ious Training of Children.” 

Feb. 15. Miss Abby W. May. Our responsibility for 
the coming of His kingdom, on the text, ‘* Thy Kingdom 
Come.” 

Feb.22...Mrs. Phebe M. Kendall. — ** The Intluencelor 
the Society of Friends on Women and the Home.” 

Feb. 29. Sara E. Brown, M. D. ‘Social Life in Cali- 


fornia.” 

March 7. Mrs. Julia Ward Howe. ‘‘ Faith.” 

March 14. Miss Devereux. ‘*The Limits of Educa- 
tion.” 

March 21. The Rev. Mary E. Graves. ‘‘ Loving and 
Living Truth.” 

March 28. Easter Sunday. Mrs. Julia Ward Howe. 
‘¢ Charity.” Text from St. Paul’s chapter on charity. 

April 4. Rev. Ada C. Bowles gave a discourse on the 
Ministry of Suffering, from the words, ‘‘It is good for me 


"i _that I have been afflicted.” 





a April 11. Miss Anna F. Dowse. ‘©The Word and 
_ the Church,” as interpreted by Swedenborg. 
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April 18. Mrs. Mary A. Livermore. ‘* Manhood used 
in its generic sense. Manhood arid Womanhood,—her 
creed, Love to God and Love to Man.” 

April 25. Miss Alice A. Fletcher spoke on the Passion 
Play. 

May 2. Mrs Kate Gannett Wells. ‘‘ Liberality.” 

The meetings closed on the 2d of May, having been held 
for twenty-four consecutive Sundays. Mrs. Julia Ward 
Howe and Mrs. Kate Gannett Wells, only, have spoken to 
us twice, a fact worthy of notice. As you see, the subjects 
have been varied, but I think they will compare favorably 
with the same number of subjects in Sunday meetings held 
elsewhere. The audiences, with few exceptions when the 
weather was very inclement, have been large, usually filling 
the room, and in more than one instance overflowing into 
the ante-rooms and hall, where they were obliged to stand 
during the service. 

We would return our grateful thanks to all who have 
spoken to us and brought to our altar, out of the depths 
of their hearts, words rich in experience. We feel they 
have given what they have received: that which has helped 
and blessed them. 


The committee have felt a great responsibility in carrying 
on these meetings. The object of the meetings was spirit- 
ual teaching. Women were asking for truth; not so much 

that which was intellectual and scientific, as the moral and | 
spiritual,— that which touches the vital interests of every 
human soul, recognizing the law that every part of the 
individual is nourished and grows by assimilating that 
which it is like in kind. One may be rich in intellectual 
gifts and acquirements, but dwarfed in spirit. The prayer 
I once heard offered by a distinguished divine, ‘*‘That we 
might be able to receive truth, and transmit it without dimi- 
nution and without refraction,” has never been forgotten. 

This, I feel, has been the desire of this committee, and we 
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have provided the best we were able. But few live so near 
the divine as to be able to receive truth and transmit it in 
Straight lines and in large measure. The result, who can 
tell? But as far as may be estimated by the thoughts 
expressed by the speakers, and in the conversations that 
followed, in which there has beeti little or no controversy, 
also in the friendly and confidential words spoken at other 
times, we feel they have been.a means of great good; 
that the truth uttered, though refracted and in small meas- 
ure, has found its way into the hearts and minds of all who 
have come within its influence. 

The meetings have grown steadily in favor and in num- 
bers, and instead of the little meeting of seven earnest 
women, seeking the way to the highest good, there are now 
hundreds that are hungering and thirsting after a true life. 
Let us hope that all who have come to us have received 
according to theit needs and their receptivity; and that 
with the divine assistance they will be able to transmit 
truth until all shall come to a knowledge of it. 

Respectfully submitted, 
A. B. Haynes, Chairman of Committee. 
Boston, May 1, 1880. 


Report of the Committee of Industries. 


In offering the first regular report of this department of 
the Union, it is incumbent upon your committee to begin 
at the beginning and give a brief statement of the origin 
and progress of the work. 

In the spring of the year 1878, under six ladies as a com- 
mittee, the branch of industries was started, subject at that 
time to the ‘‘ Employment Bureau.” Friday of each week, 
one of the committee was present at the rooms of the 
Union to receive such goods on consignment for sale, as 
in their estimation was worthy to be presented to the 
public, demanding of the consignor ten per cent. of the 
selling price as commission. 

At first the articles on exhibition were so few, that a 
small-sized parlor secretary contained them. With a con- 
stant increase of consignors and a very limited number of 
purchasers, the borders became too small, needing that 
enlargement which the Union, in its infancy, could by no 
means afford to grant. With no means of advertising, 
with quarters too obscure to attract notice, too small to 
make any display of goods, the committee, though already 
overworked, struggled on till Christmas of that year, when, 
by the strenuous efforts of one of its members, an impulse 
was given to the work for the time being, and many hearts 
were made to rejoice by the results of the sales. 

During the summer of 1879, the work was discontinued. 
When autumn came, this branch, having been made a 
department by itself, detached from the ‘‘Employment 
Bureau,” received the more particular attention of the 
Board. Likely to become in the far future one of the most 
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important divisions of the Union, doing the most good to. 
the greatest number of people, it was duly considered. At 
length it was decided to make a greater effort in this direc- 
tion: to base the work upon the plan of the New York 
Woman’s Exchange. A small sum was allowed by the 
Union for advertising purposes, and new show-cases were 
obtained, which, with an occasional kindly notice in the 
‘* Sunday Herald” and ‘‘ Transcript,” brought this depart- 
ment more into notice. A committee of twelve instead of 
six was appointed, each one giving a half-day at the rooms 
to receive goods, make sales, etc. A salaried superinten- 
dent was then engaged, who, in unison with the.commit- 
tee, should have the general care, and upon whom should 
devolve the duty of paying the consignors and deducting 
the commissions. 

Notices were placed upon the walls of the room to the 
effect that home-made bread, home-made cake, preserves, 
jellies, etc., could be had by orders duly given. 

Small sums of money were donated to secure advertis- 
ing, which had its immediate effect. During the month of 
February the demand for bread and cake was equal to the 
supply, with no falling off since that time. Orders for 
fancy articles, hand-made underwear and infant’s clothing, 
are on the increase, and your committee has reason to hope 
that the foundation is at length firmly laid for a successful 
enterprise. 

Besides small gifts from Mr. Greenleaf, of the firm of 
Hovey & Co., Mrs. A. M. Diaz of the Board, and Mr. 
Durant of the ‘‘ Transcript,” a liberal donation of fifty 
dollars ($50.00) was received in March from Mrs. J. W. 
James of Boylston street. : 

With more assistance in the future (which your commit- 
tee earnestly solicit), may they not in time so enlarge the 
precincts, that, not alone shall the goods be more freely dis- 
played, but the Exchange shall become what it was intend- 
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ed, a place where those desiring to support themselves, can 
be sure to dispose of articles which they make, whether 
these articles are paintings, ornamental fancy work, useful 
under-wear, or home-made bread or cake. 

We hope it will soon be renowned as one of the best in- 
stitutions in Boston. 

No. of Articles received, 1295 ; No. of Consignors, 247 ; 
sales during four and a half months, $616.06, which, less 
Io per cent., is paid direct to consignors. 

Donations of Fancy Articles have been received from 
Mrs. S. Fiske, Mrs. Rogers, Mrs. Fellows, Mrs. Horton, 
and Mrs. Howard. 


ANNE M. Macy, Chazrman. 














Report of Employment Bureau. 


The work of the Employment Bureau for the past year 
shows a large increase in the number of situations filled 
over those of the two preceding years. 

Since May, 1879, two hundred and twenty applications 
from employers have been received, one hundred and thirty 
of which we have been able to fill. We have registered 
five hundred and ten applications for employment. 

The work of this Committee is accompanied by peculiar 
difficulties, from the fact that many of the women who ap- 
ply to the Bureau for employment, are those who have not 
been accustomed to work, being persons who have lived in 
comfortable, in some cases, affluent circumstances in their 
own homes, until overtaken by reverses of fortune which 
have obliged them to seek for means of support. It may 
readily be inferred that for such persons it is not-easy to find 
suitable situations ; first, because there is very little demand 
for what is called the higher class of employment, and sec- 
ondly because it is almost impossible for these persons to 
accommodate themselves to a lower place in life than has 
been theirs heretofore. The efforts to meet and surmount 
these and other difficulties, though not always successful, 
have been thoroughly appreciated by those in vhose behalf 
they have been made. 

We trust that our work, imperfect though it may be, is 
in the right direction, since the truest, most honorable life 
for woman, as well as man, is one of useful and efficient 


activity. 
S. E. Corrine, Chairman. 


keport of Committee on Hygiene and 
Physical Culture. 


Early in January, a course of lectures was decided upon, 
to be given at the rooms, No. 4 Park street, on Tuesday 
ne 

r. Stella Manning delivered the first lecture of the sea- 
son, upon the subject of Sanitary Measures as Preventive 
of Disease. 

Dr. Sherman, of Salem, followed, with a talk upon the 
various topics connected so intimately with the subject of 
Hygiene ; viz., food, dress, and ventilation. 

Dr. Mary Safford, of Boston, Professor in Gynecology 
in the University School of Medicine, occupied two even- 
ings in discussing the Anatomy and Physiology of the Eye, 
different diseases to which it is subject, and gave some val- 
uable hints in regard to the care of the eye. And also a 
talk upon Constipation, its causes, and how to avoid it. 

Dr. A. B. Haynes occupied two evenings explaining the 
Anatomy and puusiolpgy. of Circulation, Nutrition, and 
Assimilation. 

Dr. Cummings entertained the ladies, on one occasion, 
with a paper on the Equilibrium of Health. 

Dr. Loring, of Boston, gave a lecture upon Respiration, 
illustrating her talk by the manikin, which was very in- 
structive. 


Dr. Merritt, of Hancock street, spoke upon the Circula- 
tion of the Blood. 


Dr. J. K. Culver gave a paper upon the Anatomy of the 
Brain ; its Cultivation and Care. 


These lectures have have been full of interest and instruc- 
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4 tion, and those who have failed to be present, have missed 
_ much. The subject of hygiene vitally concerns all per- 


sons, and too much knowledge cannot be acquired in this 
direction. Health brings happiness. To preserve health 
to a community, is to increase its resources, improve its 
morals, and add to its prosperity. 

It is thought best to connect. with the Woman’s Educa- 
tional and Industrial Union, a Hygiene room, to be kept 
open certain hours each day, for the benefit of young girls 
and others connected with stores and manufactories, who 
need advice in hygiéne and also medical treatment, but 
whose means will not admit of paying regular fees at the 
offices of physicians. 

We hope to benefit a class, a majority of whom are in 
need of just such care. We desire they will avail them- 
selves of these privileges, and also of the lectures the com- 
ing season, where beside the paper given, questions are 
asked and points discussed that would be of great help to 
them. We earnestly hope our rooms will be crowded with 
seekers after knowledge. Physicians are not wanting who 
are willing to engage in this work, and we look for good 


J. K. Cutver, Chairman. 


Report of Protective Department. 


The Protective Department of the Union has been in 
working order less than a year and a half, and yet in that 
little time the need for its existence has been clearly demon- 
strated. We are but asmall force in a large city; yet any 
force which stands for justice, ever finds support. We are 
but a slight portion of the Union, yet without our work the 
Union could not plan so symmetrically as it does for the 
educational and industrial elevation of women. We exist, 
to protect them in regard to payment of wages, that, thus 
protected, they may live better in their homes, and living 
better, find more time and health for the occasional enjoy- 
ment of a lecture or a social evening. 

When we first entered upon this work, many friends told 
us it was a needless, Quixotic charity, for Boston employers 
were honest. Alas, our Puritan heritage has not developed 
universal integrity, though we proudly acknowledge the 
honest payments made in the larger business firms, through 
which so many of the working women of our city find a 
means of support; too often a scanty one, for though the 
wages may not be withheld, they are frequently unsuffi- 
cient. 

The complaints received by us have been from persons 
engaged in one or another of the many forms of domestic 
service, and have been chiefly against employers in light 
kinds of business, the keepers of small boarding houses, 
and dress-makers. 

One complaint was presented by a music teacher, the 
harmony of whose art had produced little effect on her em- 
ployer’s character. 
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Our methods of action are very simple, for our desire is 
to unite efficiency with as little red tape management as 
possible, and being a voluntary organization, it is easier to 
effect this simplicity, for we have no paid officers, and no 
rooms to hire. A corner of the Union parlors serves for 
our committee room, which space, however, is of much 
larger extent, when one chair after another is occupied by 
women, waiting their turn for a hearing. The work would 
often be a sadder one if a righteous indignation did not burn 
within us, as the employer is often regarded as even more 
contemptible than the girl is pitiable. Not always so, for 
sometimes the employers are as poor as their employes, and 
more harassed to find the means of payments, which they 
confess their inability to meet. The girls themselves are 
often the cause of the partial payments given them, for by 


their own conduct they have forfeited part of the wages 


they claim. Moreover, a common sense knowledge might 
prevent the accumulation of weekly wages due them, until 
the debt is counted by months. It is hard to be so poor that 
one does not dare to speak for the wages due one, lest one 
become poorer. Thus we try to be just to both parties in 
our investigations. 

But what is this department? It consists of ten ladies 
who constitute the working committee, and of five ladies 
who compose the advisory board. Our object is to obtain 
for working women the wages wrongfully withheld from 
them by dishonest employers. The chairmanship through- 
out the first year of our existence, was most ably filled by 
Mrs. Charlotte Redfern, who herself heard complaints and 
investigated them with as much fidelity as discretion. Un- 
fortunately for us; she was compelled to resign her work 
early last summer, and her place was taken by Mrs. Sam’) 


_E. Sewall, who indeed had shared equally with Mrs. Red- 


fern, from the commencement, not alone the burden, but 
the success of the undertaking. 
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In the fall a new chairman was chosen, who presides at 
the fortnightly meetings, keeps the money account, makes 
the reports, and tries to fill any gap that may occur in any 
way. Mr. Theodore Weld was appointed to hear com- 
plaints in connection with Mrs. Sewall. This he did with 
the same conscientious discharge of duty that has always 
marked him; but those who knew him as the interpreter of 
Shakespeare, felt that he alone could unfold to the Union 
those mighty dramas, and claimed him in January as their 
lecturer. We were then, in our dilemma, fortunately joined 
by Mrs. Tolman Willey, who has since continued with Mrs. 
Sewall, to hear and most ably investigate all complaiyts. 
Miss Ila D. Temple is our punctual and faithful secretary. 
On Wednesdays, from 3 to 5 o’clock, Mrs. Sewall and Mrs. 
Willey are found at the Union rooms (except in the sum- 
mer, when Mrs, Willey generally is alone there), with only 
two blank books, one an index of plaintiffs’ names, the 
other of minutes of the cases heard. If the complaints are 
found to be just, they endeavor to settle them by personal , 
appeal to both parties. When this fails, a printed letter is 





sent, which often seems quite terrifying to the delinquent 
party, ignorant of the existence of this society and its check 
upon injustice. The letter is generally answered in a defi- 
ant or humble manner. If the former, the case is usually BS: 
referred to a lawyer; if the latter, the committee themselves re 
conduct it to a successful issue. This sounds like very 
little work, but it means hours to be spent by these ladies 
over one case, and ever so many persons to be seen, and 
requires not only listening, but talking, which must be so 
circumspect, yet kind, that it is more fatiguing than when 
impulsive ; and also an endless amount of walking about 
from one distant street to another, for people are never at 
home, or have just moved. The art of investigation is a 
specialty. 

Then when a case is referred to the lawyer, he also tries 
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the ears of his technical skill in a friendly mnnner, as a 
giant toward a pigmy, and only when the defendant will 
mot and yet ought to pay, does he resort to the full process 
of the law. The lawyers send in to us their monthly 
reports, if they have any, and if successful in collecting 
claims, pay the girls, we sending them blank receipts which 
they return to us. The lawyers’ services are voluntary, 
they not even receiving the ordinary costs of court, it being 
one of our by-laws: — That in cases where nothing is col- 
lected, or nothing more than the amount of the plaintiff's 
claim, the attorney shall charge the society only with the 
amount of actual cash disbursements in the case. In cases 
where costs are collected from the defendant, the attorney 
may retainthe same. But then they rarely are collected from 
the defendant. We are thus stringent that the women may 
not feel that the justice procured in their behalf redounds to 
any one’s else benefit; though our by-law does not prevent 
any gne giving a part of what she may recover to the Pro- 
tective Department, if thereby she will feel more independ- 
ent. 

N. W. Ladd, Wm. H. Orcutt, Charles Almy, Jr., 
Walter Willey, and Samuel E. Sewall as advisory counsel, 
are our lawyers, as the work is too large for any ome able 
attorney to devote much time to it. As an instance of their 
energy, Mr. Willey went seventeen times to see one man 
about a claim of $12.00, rather than prosecute him, and 
perseverance against litigation triumphed. Mr. Almy, 
_ besides the care of many cases, interested himself concern- 
ing a bill which this winter passed the House and Senate, 
but was reconsidered and finally defeated in the Senate, by 
which wages for personal labor and services, to the extent 
of $50.00, were exempted from attachment by trustee pro- 
cess. The passage of such a bill would have injured our 
work by preventing the attachment of wages of employers, 
on behalf of theit employés, for through the use of the 
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trustee process, we have been able to secure the ‘dues be- 
longing to poor women. Within a day or two a certain 
wealthy lady, who ha& had dresses made by a dress- 
maker, who in her turn did not pay her sewing girls, con- 
sented to be trusteed by our lawyer, the wages due being 
respectively $28 and $20, and these amounts are paid 
nearly, if not wholly, in full. 

Occasionally we have been obliged to resort to threats of 
arrest on execution, and although an arrest is not always 
publicly known, a man being taken before a magistrate, a 
woman before the Probate Court (which gives greater pub- 
licity to the arrest of a woman), yet the fear that the butcher, 
baker, grocer, and other creditors may somehow learn of 
such proceedings, often brings about a settlement of our 
claim. The only case that we have lost, is one where the 
law itself is unjust, and which would have been ours in 
equity. A domestic, whose master owed her for wages 
one hundred dollars, lent him also fifty dollars; as he 
became insolvent, we sued the wife, who had money, for 
payment, as the girl’s work had directly benefited her, but 
the wife claimed that she need not pay her husband’s debts, 
and so the poor girl lost the whole amount. 


Some of the most aggravating cases have been those of _ 


dressmakers, and we have no hesitation, when asked by 


responsible parties, in speaking frankly of their non-pay- _ 


ments, for we also keep a list of what might be called good 
and bad employers. We have three claims against one 
dressmaker ; another, against whom there are two claims, 
owed one of her girls $10.00, and declined to pay it; our 
lawyer served the trustee process on her; the matter ended 
successfully for us, but cost her $18.00. 

As_ proof, however, that dressmakers are sometimes 
cheated by others, stands the case of one who had made 
rich dresses for two sisters who deferred payment for two 


years, until our lawyer dealt with them and compelled res- 
titution, * 
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Another case of special interest was that of a young 
woman who had lent the furniture of her simple room to 
her married sister who soon died. Then the husband 
claimed it as his own, till we recovered the furniture and 
gave it to the rightful owner. 

A Mrs. ——— borrowed $100.00 ten years ago, of 
another woman, and had only paid $22.00 on the same. 
We saw the husband of the borrower, who asserted that his 
wife would pay as soon as she could. Not content with 
her promise, we hunted up the wife and found her living in 
- good style in an apartment hotel, from which we justly 
concluded, as the event has proved, that she could and must 
pay this long-standing debt. 

This work is a sad revelation of the meannesses and sub- 
terfuges of some, and of the weakness, or good faith as it 
may be termed, of others, but certainly of their worldly 
ignorance, which so often lends money on slight guarantee. 

Since we began the work, we have received two hundred 
complaints and_ recovered about $830; or, since a year 
ago, when the first report was given, we have received 
about one hundred and forty complaints, and recovered 
$724.42, much of which has been paid in instalments.’ 
Only last Wednesday, a man paid the final $9.00 on a debt 
of $75.00, which, last summer, he agreed to pay in instal- 
ments. Thus, patience is necessary for us as well as for 
our plaintiff. 

If more money were ours, we should hesitate less about 
pushing some cases in court. As it now is, we are watch-. 
ing over our own special treasury, lest, while we are suing 
others, we become defaulters. The costs of court amount 
to a great deal. To meet ¢ha¢ alone, we ask for pecuniary 
aid as we did in our first and only circular issued this 
winter, to which friends responded kindly to the amount of 
$262.82. Many gifts, however, had been ours before our 
appeal was sent forth. But those of you who know what 
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that phrase means, ‘‘costs of court,” and who to that 
knowledge add an intense desire that the lives of poor 
women shall not be rendered still more circumscribed 

through non-payment of dues, will you not aid us pecuni- 
arily, in sustaining this voluntary work of securing justice 
to others, remembering for us that the good done must not 
be estimated alone by the sum of the wages recovered, but 


that the mere existence of such a society, acts as a check to 
_ injustice? 


KaTE GANNETT WELLS, Chairman. 
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Constitution. 


4 ARTICLE, 


TITLE. 


This Association shall be called the WOMEN’s EDUCATIONAL AND 
INDUSTRIAL UNION. 


ARTICLE, It. 


OBJECT. 


Its purpose is to increase fellowship among women in order to 
promote the best practical methods for securing their educational, 
industrial, and social advancement. 


ARTICLE III. 


OFFCERS. 


The business of the Union shall be conducted by a Board of 
Directors consisting of a President, Vice-President, Secretary, 
Treasurer, and four additional members, all of whom shall be nom- 
inated by a committee appointed by the Chair at the Annual Meet- 
ing, and elected by ballot from members of the Union. There 
shall also be a Clerk chosen at the annual meeting. They shall 
hold their offices for one year, or until others are elected in their 
places, and shall have power to fill any vacancies that may occur 
during the year; also to appoint such other officers and commit- 
tees, from among the members of the Union, as they may deem 
expedient. 

Five members of the Board shall constitute a quorum. 

The officers chosen before the first Tuesday of May, 1880, shall 
continue in office till other officers are chosen in their places. 


43 


44 
ARTICLE IV. 


MEMBERSHIP. 


Any woman can become a member of the Union upon subscrib- 
ing to the Constitution, and paying an annual assessment of one” 
dollar, and the payment of twenty-five dollars shall constitute Life 
Membership. Upon the payment annually of five dollars or more, 
any person may become an Honorary Member. 


ARTICLE V. 


THE FINANCIAL YEAR AND DUES. 


The financial year of the Union shall close on the first Tuesday 
of May, before or at which time memberships must be renewed. 


ARTICLE ML: 


VOTING. 


All members shall be entitled to vote at the annual election of 
officers, which shall occur on the first Tuesday of May, a majority 


of the members present constituting a quorum for the transaction 
of business. 


ARTICEE+Vil. 


AMENDMENTS. 


These articles may be amended at any regular meeting of the 
Union, by a two-thirds vote of the members present, provided 
formal notice of the desired change has been given to the Board 
at a previous regular meeting of the Board. 











By-Laws. 


Ab TIGLES ES 


DEPARTMENT OF WORK. 


SECTION 1. The various departments of work of the Union 
shall be in charge of committees appointed by the President of 
the Board. . 

SEC. 2. These Departments shall consist of a Registry for the 
higher employments of women; an Agency of Direction to strangers 
visiting the city; a Library and a Reading Room. 

SEC. 3. New departments may be organized from time to“time, 
as deemed favorable to the aims of the Union. 


ARTICLE if. 


MEETINGS. 


SECTION 1. Regular meetings of the Board of Directors shall 
be held on the first Tuesday of every month, from October to May; 
_ and from May to October shall be called at the discretion of the 

President. 

_ SEC. 2. Committee meetings shall be called at least once each 
_ Month by the Chairman of the Committee, and a majority of the 
members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. 

SEC. 3. All new measures proposed in Committee meetings, 
_ which may tend to vary in any way the existing action of the de- 
_ partments of the Union, shall be submitted for discussion and 
_ decision to the Board of Directors, at a special meeting called for 
_ the purpose of considering such measures. 


ARTICLE IIE 


DUTIES OF OFFICERS. 


It shall be the duty of the President to preside at all regular 
meetings of the Union, to maintain a general oversight and direc- 
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tion of the several departments of the Union’s work, with liberty 
to appoint special committees for the conduct of matters which may 
arise outside the province of the standing committees. 


ARTIGEE AV. 


TREASURER. 


The Treasurer shall collect, receive, and have charge of the 
funds of the Union, and make disbursements of the same under 
the direction of a majority of the Finance Committee present at 
its regular meeting. This officer shall keep an accurate account of 
all moneys received and expenditures incurred on the Union’s 
account, and shall present to the Board a monthly report, showing 


the condition of the finances; also, make a yearly report of the 
same to the Union. 


Ao TOLLE SVs 


SECRETARY. 


The Secretary shall attend all meetings of the Board, keep all 
records and papers belonging to the Union; shall give notice of 
meetings, and preserve their records; shall receive and preserve the 
records of the meetings of the various committees; shall conduct 
the correspondence of the Union, and keep a file of all letters 
received, and copies of important letters sent; shall call the roll 
at meetings of the Board, recording the names of members pres-— 
ent; read the minutes of the previous meetings, with whatever cor- 
respondence may have ensued since former meeting, and read it 
if requested; she shall have enrolled the names of the members 
of the Union, with their full address, and shall prepare an annual 
report. This officer shall perform the duties of the Treasurer in 
the absence of that officer, and shall have charge of a contingent 
fund for the daily expenses of the Union, an account of which shall 
be entered in a cash book, subject to the inspection of the Treasurer 
and Board. 

ARTICLE MI. 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 


SECTION 1. At the first meeting of the Board in each year, 


seven Standing Committees shall be appointed by the President, 
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who shall be under the authority and subject to the direction of the 
whole Board; and the reports of the various Committees shall be 
first in order at each regular meeting of the Board. 
SEC. 2. The Committees may appoint, subject to the approval 
and ratification of the Board, such sub-committees from among the 
members of the Union as they may think necessary; provided, 
however, that each sub-committee, in its action, be subject to the 
Committee of the Board to which it is subordinate. 

SEC. 3. The seven Standing Committees shall be constituted as 
follows : — 
1. Committee on Finance.—They shall have charge of the finan- 
cial affairs of the Union, and shall, with the Treasurer, devise 
methods for securing funds, obtaining donations and assessments, 
investing the same and superintending all disbursements. They 
shall audit the repart of the Treasurer before it is submitted to the 
Union at the Annual Meeting. 
2. Committee on Social Affaiys.—They shall have the general 
charge of all matters pertaining to Practical Philanthropy, Hospi- - 
tality, Agency of Direction, Library, Reading Room, and whatever 
work, miscellaneous or otherwise, comes within the scope of its 
purposes. 
3. Committee on Moral and Spiritual Development. — It shall be 
their duty to provide Courses of Lectures, Single Lectures, Con- 
versations and Public Meetings ; and make such other arrangements 
as will best conduce to the interests of the Union. 
4. Committee on Industries and Employment. — It shall be their 
duty to devise and adopt such Industrial methods as shall be a true 
help for women, whereby their individual talents may be unfolded 
to profitable issues, either in the domain of Art, Science, Literature, 
Trade, Manufacture, Invention, home avocation, or whatever else 
offers to insure this end. 
5. Committee on Hygiene and Physical Culture. — They shall 
provide by means of Illustrations, Lectures and other instructions, 
true and simple methods by which the Laws of Life may be best 
promoted. 
6. Committee on Education, They shall seek to obtain and 
disseminate true ideas affecting the higher. questions of human in- 
terest, forming Lecture Bureaus, providing Courses of Lectures, 
_ Single Lectures, Conversations and Classes, and making such other 








- provisions as will best promote the Educational interests of wo- 
_men. ‘ . ; 
7. Committee on Protection.— It shall be the duty of this Com- 
“mittee to commend the legal and social rights of women to public 
attention, and endeavor to awaken a sentiment which shall be a_ 
_ sufficient guarantee that no wrong shall be unredressed, and no 
right disregarded. 


ARTICLE VII. 


ASSOCIATE SOCIETIES. 


SECTION 1. All working associations of women shall be invited 
as opportunity and occasion offer, to interchanges of thought, in 
order that the practical working merits of each su be thoroughly 
known. ° 

Sec. 2. All philanthropic associations, with their various sys- 
tems, shall be considered by the Union, and their fellowship invited. 


ARTICLE Vill. 


AMENDMENTS. 


These articles may be amended at any regular meeting by a two- 
thirds vote of the members present, provided formal notice of the 
desired change has been given to the Board at a previous regu- 
Jar meeting. 





